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industry through its own catering service. This
invaluable, hands-on job training allows their
clients to gain experience, develop job skills
and learn to adapt to a work environment.

In addition, through the Emergency Food
Network, Let’s Celebrate serves over 70,000
meals to our neediest citizens every year.
These four soup kitchens and 16 food pantries
also help distribute clothing.

Furthermore, through the Housing Plus pro-
gram, HIV positive individuals and their fami-
lies receive counseling, medical attention as
well as help with housing.

I would like to thank Let’s Celebrate for its
incredible service to Hudson County and for
inviting me to its 16th Anniversary Mad Hatter
Ball. This amazing organization truly gives us
all a reason to celebrate.
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TRIBUTE TO THE JEWISH
NATIONAL FUND

HON. BRAD SHERMAN
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 21, 1998

Mr. SHERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
pay tribute to the Jewish National Fund (JNF)
for their fund-raising efforts on behalf of the
children of Israel.

The Talmud states that, ‘‘He who does char-
ity and justice is as if he had filled the whole
world with kindness.’’ In the spirit of these
words, the Jewish National Fund has taken
steps to ensure that the preservation of the
environment remains a top priority for Israelis
now and for generations to come. The Jewish
National Fund is the American fund-raising
arm of Keran Kayemeth Leisrael (KKL), the of-
ficial afforestation and land reclamation agen-
cy of Israel. Through fund-raising and their ef-
forts to heighten awareness, JNF of America
supports the KKL in its attempts to bolster en-
vironmental concerns, water conservation,
recreation and agriculture, employment of new
immigrants, tourism and research and devel-
opment in Israel.

One of KKL’s many projects is a summer
camp designed specifically for young immi-
grant and underprivileged Israeli children. The
camp provides children with first-hand knowl-
edge of forestry and a chance to participate in
enjoyable outdoor activities that they may
never have participated in before. At the same
time, the camp experience is a vital introduc-
tion into Israeli life. It provides the youngsters
with an understanding of their common cul-
tural heritage. They learn to share their hopes
and dreams with each other and they benefit
from the varying perspectives they encounter
at camp. This month the Jewish National Fund
will be hosting its eighth annual Friendship
Cup Golf Classic in Westlake Village, Califor-
nia in an effort to raise money for the camp.
I would like to wish good luck to all partici-
pants and join with them in promoting their
common cause.

Mr. Speaker, distinguished colleagues,
please join me in honoring the Greater Los
Angeles, Valleys, and South Bay Region of
the Jewish National Fund for supporting the
children of Israel and investing in their future.
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OF CALIFORNIA
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Tuesday, April 21, 1998

Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, five weeks ago
the Senate began the debate on the admis-
sion of Poland, Hungary and the Czech Re-
public to the North Atlantic Alliance (NATO).
That debate and the vote of the Senate to rat-
ify the accession protocols of these three
countries is expected to take place in the near
future.

A few weeks ago, Mr. Speaker, two opinion
pieces which were published in the Washing-
ton Post—one by David Broder and the other
by Jim Hoagland—which questioned the ex-
tent to which the enlargement of NATO has
been thoroughly discussed and evaluated prior
to the Senate vote on this critical issue. I
strongly disagree with the point of view that
these two experienced journalists have ex-
pressed.

During the recent District Work Period, the
Washington Post published an excellent letter
to the editor from U.S. Permanent Represent-
ative to the North Atlantic Council, Ambas-
sador Alexander R. Vershbow, ‘‘The Case for
NATO Expansion.’’

Ambassador Vershbow is a career diplomat
who has served our nation with great distinc-
tion as Special Assistant to the President and
Senior Director for European Affairs at the Na-
tional Security Council at the White House
(1994–1997). Earlier he served as Principal
Deputy Assistant Secretary of State for Euro-
pean and Canadian Affairs (1993–1994) and
he was Deputy Permanent U.S. Representa-
tive to NATO (1991–1993). He also brings a
sensitivity to the problem of Russia in the ex-
pansion of NATO, having served as Director
of the State Department’s Office of Soviet
Union Affairs (1988–1991).

Mr. Speaker, I ask that Ambassador
Vershbow’s excellent letter, published in the
Washington Post on Tuesday, April 7, be
placed in the RECORD. I urge my colleagues to
read his thoughtful views.

[From the Washington Post, April 7, 1998]
THE CASE FOR NATO EXPANSION

Critics have sought to give the impression
that serious debate about NATO enlarge-
ment has never taken place and that the
United States and its allies have failed to ad-
dress important questions about Russia and
the future security environment in Europe.

More than 1,000 articles published during
the past year and a half have covered all as-
pects of NATO’s evolving role. More than 300
conferences on NATO enlargement have been
held in Europe and North America, including
several in Russia. Twelve hearings before
Congress in the past six months—with more
than 550 pages of testimony—have explored
the details of NATO’s mission and member-
ship and examined arguments from every
point on the political spectrum.

Critics charge that NATO enlargement will
poison relations with Russia. This might be
true if NATO were seeking to isolate Russia,
but the opposite is the case. Through the
Partnership for Peace and the newly estab-
lished NATO-Russia Permanent Joint Coun-
cil, NATO has created a network of security
cooperation that has engaged all the states
of Europe—even former neutrals. The new
NATO gives Moscow a chance to move away

from the old Soviet pattern of confrontation
to one of real partnership in Europe.

NATO-Russian relations are better and
show more promise today than they have at
any time in the past 50 years. They encom-
pass everything from planning for joint ac-
tion in civil disasters to joint military oper-
ations in Bosnia. And they are still develop-
ing. How counterproductive it would be if we
undercut Boris Yeltsin’s courageous decision
to cooperate with NATO by bowing to the
pressure of Russian hard-liners. That would
strengthen the anti-democratic elements in
Russia and encourage the belief that the Al-
lies, in the face of Moscow’s bullying, had re-
turned Central Europe to a gray zone of in-
stability and limited sovereignty.

As we work to adapt NATO to better fit
the security environment of the next cen-
tury, we understand that we must preserve
the essential feature that has made this the
most successful alliance in history—the inte-
grated military structure and its capacity
for collective defense. The three new mem-
bers we have invited will significantly im-
prove the alliance’s defense capabilities. And
having so recently regained their freedom
after decades of totalitarian oppression, they
can be counted on to stand with us, not just
in defense of NATO territory but when the
values we share are threatened—as they did
recently during the confrontation with Iraq.

In postponing the vote on ratification for
several weeks, Senate Majority Leader Trent
Lott declared that his intention was to ‘‘get
a focus on the issue.’’ It is proper to ensure
a fair debate of the issue, but as Sen. Jesse
Helms noted in sending the bill to the floor
of the Senate, now is the time to act.

No one who favors democracy should want
to keep the lines of security drawn in Europe
where Stalin marked them in 1945. NATO en-
largement is the right policy for the United
States and the right policy for the future of
democracy in Europe.

ALEXANDER VERSHBOW,
Ambassador, U.S. Mission

to NATO, Brussels.
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Mr. PASCRELL. Mr. Speaker, I would like to
call to your attention Carmela ‘‘Mel’’ Currier of
Passaic, New Jersey. Mel is being honored
this evening on the occasion of her retirement
after 21 years of service to the County of Pas-
saic.

Mel began her career in Passaic County in
June of 1977, working as a keypunch verifier/
operator in the Administration Building. In April
of 1979, she was transferred to the County
Clerk’s office in the Civil Law Department (Ju-
diciary) as a Clerk Typist.

In less than a year, Mel was put into the
Criminal Part of the office, entering bail
recognizances, forfeitures, and reinstatements
of bail. After proving herself to be a competent
worker, she was given more responsibility by
the County Clerk. Upon taking the Civil Serv-
ice promotional tests and coming in first in a
series of these tests, Mel worked her way up
to become Chief Docket Clerk, the position
which she has held until her recent retirement.

During her years prior to becoming a State
worker, Mel was very involved in the Demo-
cratic Party. Throughout her 23 years of serv-
ice to the Party, Mel has served as treasurer,
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vice-president, and president of the City of
Passaic’s Democratic Party. Additionally, she
served as a County Committeewoman and a
Ward leader.

Mel will be married 37 years come this May
to John Currier, who is a retired Deputy Chief
of the Passaic Fire Department. Mel and John
have a son, Joseph, who is classified as autis-
tic and had to attend special schools and
classes. Joe has since overcome many of his
autistic tendencies, thanks in part to his moth-
er’s interest in the ‘‘Saturday Group.’’

Mel is President of the Learning Disabled
Young Adult Group, Inc., which oversees her
son Joe’s ‘‘Saturday Group.’’ The group’s
Board of Directors set policy, disseminate in-
formation to the public, and hold fundraisers
and many other events.

Mel is also very active in her church, Saint
Nicholas’ Roman Catholic Church on Wash-
ington Street in Passaic. She serves as a Eu-
charistic Minister, leads the congregation at
the 4:00 p.m. mass in their Hymns and re-
sponses, and sings at the 11:00 a.m. mass in
the church choir.

Mr. Speaker, I ask that you join me, our col-
leagues, Mel’s family, friends, and colleagues,
and the County of Passaic in recognizing
Carmela ‘‘Mel’’ Currier’s many outstanding and
invaluable contributions to our community, and
in wishing her continued health and happiness
in her retirement.
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Mr. NEY. Mr. Speaker, it is an honor to rise
today to celebrate the 50th wedding anniver-
sary of Edward and Jessie Freeman, Sr. It
gives me great pleasure to congratulate Ed-
ward and Jessie on their special day.

What a remarkable accomplishment to be
able to celebrate a marriage that has endured
for so many years. The bond that brought
them together has remained and grown over
the years. May they always share the love and
joy they feel today.

In an era where marriages are too often
short lived, it is wonderful to see a couple who
have endured the trials and tribulations that
can cause a marriage to fail. The love and
commitment they have demonstrated should
serve as an inspiration to couples everywhere.

Mr. Speaker, what an achievement to be
married for 50 years. It is an honor to rep-
resent a couple like the Freeman’s. I am
proud to call them my constituents.
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Mr. BONIOR. Mr. Speaker, today I would
like to recognize the Coalition of Labor Union
Women as they join together to raise aware-
ness of Equal Pay Day. Their dedication to fair

wages in the work place deserves to be com-
mended.

Throughout America’s history, men, women,
and children have fought for fair and equitable
treatment in the workplace. Advocates for
child labor laws and unions have fought to
protect workers’ bargaining rights, wages, and
working conditions. However, women are still
subject to workplace discrimination where their
wages are concerned. On an average, women
earn 74 cents for every dollar a man earns.
This results in a loss of over a quarter of a
million dollars throughout a 30-year career, a
loss that not only affects weekly paychecks
but also retirement.

The Equal Pay Act of 1963 in conjunction
with the Civil Rights Act of 1964 prohibits
wage discrimination for equal or substantially
equal work on the basis of race, color, sex, re-
ligion, and national origin. However, to the det-
riment of the worker, wage laws are not strictly
enforced and discrimination suits are difficult
to prove.

As communities, families, friends and col-
leagues, we must all work together to fight for
fair wages for all working people. All Ameri-
cans have the right to equitable pay regard-
less of their race or sex. Thanks to organiza-
tions such as the Coalition of Labor Union
Women, this issue will not go unnoticed. I ask
my colleagues to join me in lending their sup-
port for fair wages for women.
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Mr. MENENDEZ. Mr. Speaker, I would like
to take this opportunity to pay tribute to the
Minority Student Program at Rutgers School of
Law-Newark for its 30th Anniversary. In cele-
bration, Roger I. Abrams, dean of the law
school, and the Minority Student Program
sponsored the Annual Spring Banquet at the
Hilton Gateway in Newark, New Jersey on
Saturday, April 18, 1998.

The School of Law-Newark at Rutgers is
committed to the diversity of its law school
community and to the diversity of the legal
profession. Since its establishment in 1968,
MSP has pursued a policy of equal oppor-
tunity for those who have been historically
underrepresented in law schools and in the
legal profession. Over 1000 students of color
and students from disadvantaged backgrounds
have graduated from the law school.

The law school historically has attracted stu-
dents who want to make a difference in the
world in which they live. These students rep-
resent every ethnic group and nationality.
Graduates now make important social and po-
litical contributions to their community as
judges, presidential appointees, law profes-
sors, and prominent members of the bar.

It is a honor and a pleasure to be part of
this celebration and to recognize the dedica-
tion and commitment of the Minority Student
Program at Rutgers School of Law-Newark. I
am certain that my colleagues will join me in
paying tribute to this remarkable program.

TRIBUTE TO FRED KORT

HON. TOM LANTOS
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 21, 1998

Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, on Thursday of
this week, representatives of the Congress,
the Administration, and the Supreme Court will
gather in the Great Rotunda of this building for
the National Civic Commemoration to remem-
ber the victims of the Holocaust. This annual
national memorial service pays tribute to the
six million Jews who died through senseless
and systematic Nazi terror and brutality. At
this somber commemoration, we will also
honor those heroic American and other Allied
forces who liberated the Nazi concentration
camps over half a century ago.

Mr. Speaker, this past week Fortune Maga-
zine (April 13, 1998) devoted several pages to
an article entitled ‘‘Everything in History was
Against Them,’’ which profiles five survivors of
Nazi savagery who came to the United States
penniless and built fortunes here in their
adopted homeland. It is significant, Mr. Speak-
er, that four of these five are residents of my
home state of California. My dear friend Fred
Kort of Los Angeles was one of the five that
Fortune Magazine selected to highlight in this
extraordinary article, and I want to pay tribute
to him today.

Fred Kort, like the other four singled out by
Fortune Magazine, has a unique story, but
there are common threads to these five tales
of personal success. The story of the penni-
less immigrant who succeeds in America is a
familiar theme in our nation’s lore, but these
stories involve a degree of courage and deter-
mination unmatched in the most inspiring of
Horatio Alger’s stories.

These men were, in the words of author
Carol J. Loomis, ‘‘Holocaust survivors in the
most rigorous sense,’’ they ‘‘actually experi-
enced the most awful horrors of the Holo-
caust, enduring a Nazi death camp or a con-
centration camp or one of the ghettos that
were essentially holding pens for those
camps.’’

They picked themselves up ‘‘from the very
cruelest of circumstances, they traveled to
America and prospered as businessmen. They
did it, to borrow a phrase from Elie Wiesel,
when everything in history was against them.’’
They were teenagers or younger when World
War II began. They lost six years of their
youth and six years of education. ‘‘They were
deprived of liberty and shorn of dignity. All lost
relatives, and most lost one or both parents.
Each . . . was forced to live constantly with
the threat of death and the knowledge that
next time he might be ‘thumbed’ not into a line
of prisoners allowed to live, but into another
line headed for the gas chambers.’’ Through
luck and the sheer will to survive, these were
some of the very fortunate who lived to tell the
story of that horror.

The second part of their stories is also simi-
lar—a variant of the American dream. These
courageous men came to the United States
with ‘‘little English and less money.’’ Despite
their lack of friends and mentors, they found
the drive to succeed. As Loomis notes, ‘‘many
millions who were unencumbered by the
heavy, exhausting baggage of the Holocaust
had the same opportunities and never reached
out to seize them as these men did.’’ Their


		Superintendent of Documents
	2019-05-16T16:02:15-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




